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3 ing 0 x " Death is An, and the 
 Prength, of fn is.. the law: Bur 
tbanls be ta God, which giveth ur 


the N | thro our Lord * 2 
a 


1 . Ss the 2 
this epiſtle, there were ſome at 
Corinth, who deny d the refurrec- 
=> "> tionof the dead *. This occaſions 
his reminding them of the goſpel be had 
preached to them, and they had receiv'd, 
whereby they were brought into a ſtate of 
ſalvation, and would certainly. attain it, if 
they held faſt and retaind what he had de- 
liver d unto them; unleſs: they had believ'd 
in vain, 5. e. without the proper effect of 
true faith *; a ſincere, and perſevering courſe 
of obedience 3, For I deliver 'd unto you, a- 
i Yer. is. * Fe. >. 1 Fir. 3. 
B. mong 


3 


mong the principal articles mY the Chriſtian 


Doctrine, that which alſo I receiv'd, that 


Chriſt died for our fins accordi ng to the ſeri, b 

tures; and that be was. Buried, and that he 
roſe again the third day according to the 
 feriptures*'. Now if Chriſt be Ae that 


be roſe from the dead, bob ay fome a- 


mong you, that there is no reſurrettion of the 
dead? But if there be no reſurrection, if this 
doctrine of a reſurrection be abſurd, and im- 
poſſible, then is Cbriſt not riſen, and i, Chrift 
be not riſen, then is our preaching vain : the 
preaching of us the apoſtles,” who are wit- 
neſſes of his reſurrection, and ſent to declare 


that though the Jeus crucity'd him; yet 


God rais d him up, and exalted him to his 
right hand, and by him imparted extraor- 


dinary gifts of the ſpirit ro us, thereby in- 


abling us to communicate, and eſtabliſh his 


doctrine: in conſequence of which, your 


faith alſo is vain, upon the ſuppoſition that 

Chriſt is not riſen>. Yea, and we [apoſtles] 
are found falſe witneſſes of God, becauſe we 

have teſtified of God, that be raisd up Chriſt, 
whom he raiſed not up, if the dead riſe not. 
And the conſequence of this is, that your 
_ is Vain, that is, fruitleſs and ineffeQtual 


1 Fer, 12. Ver. 2 
: 7 to 


AJ 


to juſtification of life, ye are' yet in your fins; 1. 
liable to the fame condemnation which o- 
thers are, to whom the goſpel has never 
been preach d; and they alſo oho are fallen 
afleep in Chrift, are periſh'd, in like man- 

ner loſt and undone. And if we make the 
compariſon in reference to the preſent en- 
joyments of this life, we eſpecially Who are 


_ apoſtles, and fo expos'd to remarkable ſuf- 


ferings for chriſtianity, are of all men moſt 
miſerable*, But now is Cbri 1: riſen from the 
dead, and become the firſt fruits of them that 
ept; the earneſt of their reſurrection. * Elſe 
_ what ſhall they do who are baptiz'd?, and ſo 
make a publick profeſſion of the chriſtian. 
; doctrine, which expoſes them to perſecu- 
tion, for the dead, to ſupply the place of thoſe 
who are fallen afleep in Chriſt, f the dead 
ariſe not? And why ſtand we, in particular 
who are apoſtles, in jeopardy every hour, for 
the ſake of a doctrine, that gives us the 
hope of a happy reſurrection, if there be 
no reſurrection at all'? The apoſtle then 
introduces an objection, How are the dead 
raiſed up? And with what body do they 
come ? to which he replies, that the bodies 
of che riſen ſaints ſhall be chang'd ?; which 


e. 19 2 Per, 29. Vid. Fortuita ſacra. * Fer. 35. Ver. 57: 
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culty that might ariſe, eſpecially when he 5 


1 41 


he founds upon the inconſiſtency that there 


is, chat fleſh and blood ſhould inherit the 


kingdom of God. Now this I ſay, brethren, 


that fleſh and blood cannot inherit the king- 


dom of God; neither doth. corruption inherit 
incurruption. And from thence he is led to 
declare, that ſince ſome might be alive at 
the reſurrection of the ſaints, that ſuch ſhall 


be chang'd : which. is repreſented as a my- 


ſtery; becauſe it was not before reveal'd *, 


Behold I ſhew you a- myſtery; we we ſhall not all 
Peep; but wwe ſhall all be chang'd in a moment, 
For this corruptible muſt put on incorruption, 
and this mortal muſt put on immortality. Then 
ſhall be fulfilled, in the higheſt | and moſt 

compleat ſenſe, the Saying that is written 3 

death. is fiwallow'd up in victory. O death, 
where is thy fling? O grave where is thy 
victory? When from a ſtrong view that the 


apoſtle had of the happineſs of the riſen 
— ſaints, in that they were incorruptible, and 


immortal, he had triumph'd in an elegant 


manner over death, and the grave; ad- 


dreſſing to them in the words of the pro- 
phet, O death, where is thy fling? O grave, 
where is thy victory? He obviares a diffi. 


8 Fer. 51.3, 4% 1 Hel xiii, 14. 


had 


any 


had in his mind che bright ſcene of che ſons 
of the reſurrection, eloath d with glory, and 
immortality; Ho] ſhould death, our for- 
midable enemy, have ever had an original ? 
What gave riſe. to it? Whence did it receive 
irs ſtrength? Which melancholy hiſtory he 
traces through all the diſpenſations of God, 
to the time when Chriſt gain'd the victory. 
The fling of death is fin, and the firength.of 
fm. is the law; but thanks be to God,” which 

giveth us the 1 v n our Lord 
750 Chrift. ” 


In diſcourſing upon cheſe words, 1 ſhall 
obſerve the "_— . | 


*. Explain hc we are to- 1 by 
dhe expreſſion ; The ' Ping of death is fin. 


II. Shew you how the low is ; th froth 
of fin. Rs 


ul. Conſider the e that God Bath 
given us throught aur Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


IV. Evince that this. is a 2 juſt foundation 
of offering our thanks to him. Thanks 
be to God, who giveth us the victory 
through-6ur Lord Feſus Chrift, 
Ls 1 .... 


061 


L To ROY * is meant by this ex- | 
preſſion, The fring of” death. 15 . a 


* 


75 


The apoſtle ſeems here: to en NY 
as a perſon, in the ſame manner 'as he does 
fin, 'in his epiſtle to the Romans. And when 
he had before deſcrib'd it as an enemy, what 
image could he more properly make uſe of 
than of a ſcorpion, whoſe ſting is the in- 
ſtrument of miſchief, to paint the wide, 
and extenſive deſtruction oy death hath 
occaſion d. 

The meaning therefore of the apoſtle in 
theſe words, the fling of death is fin, may be, 
that fin has given riſe to death, which is 
our enemy, and the laſt that is to be de- 
ſtroy d; it is fin by which death has qb- 
tain d an univerſal influence, and dominion 5 
over mankind. The truth of this is evident 
from clear and undoubted paſſages of ſer ip- 
ture. Wherefore, as by one man fin enter d 
into the world, and death by fin; and 2 
death paſs d upon all men, for that all have 
find. The ſentence is not compleat, till the 
Bat ene That 


as 


1 7 1 


at fin has reign'd unto death, even 8 might 
grace reign through righteouſneſs' unto eternal 

He, by Jeſus Cbriſt our Lord. When this 
writer ſays, and ſo death paſe'd upon all men, 
for that all have fd,” it might have been 
render'd, : through whom all * in d, which 
is in the igch war expreſs'd differently: for as 
by one man's diſobedience many were made fin- 

ners, i. e. treated as if they had all offended 
againſt a law that expreſly threatned death; 

| fo by the obedience of one ſball many be 'made 
| Tighteous, that is, dealt with as if they had 
never tranſgreſs d ſuch a law: and ſo the 
meaning is much the ſame with what he 
ſays in the 21 and 22. verſes of this chapter. 
For fince by man came death, by man came 
alſo the ręſurrectiom of the dead; for as in, or 
[thro'] Adam all die, even ſo in, or [thro'] 
Chrift ſhall all be made alive. That thro' 
Adam all have fin'd, and been made finners 
in this ſenſe, that they have been treated in 
the ſame manner, as they would have been 
liable to, if they had 'violated a law, which 
expreſly threatned death; and that this is 
the meaning of the apoſtle here, will be ful- 
ly evident by the following verſes. For un- 
til the law fin, conſiſting in what is contrary 
to reaſon, and fitneſs of things, was in tbe | 


world; 


world; but fon tis nat . reckon d, or 
rated, when there is no law which has an 
expreſs threatning of death annex d to it. 
Nevertheleſs death rrigw d from Adam to Mo- 
ſes, even over them that bad nat fined after ; 
the femilitude of Adam's tranſgreſſion, in acting 
contrary to a law to which was affix d the 

expreſs ſanction of death, as was the caſe of * 
Adam : in the day thou eateſt thou ſbalt ſure- 

ly die, who is the figure of bim that "was to 

come. The analogy and. reſemblance that 
there is between them, the author gives us 
in many particulars in the following verſes; 
which, fince the purſuing of them would 
carry me too far from the ſubject, chat Lam 
ann 


je 21 undeniably NY from the 2 
which I have cited, that it is by fin that 
death has been introduced, and has obtain d 
ſo general, and univerſal an empire \over 
men. To which we may add others 1. For 
if through the offence of one, many be. dead, 
For if by one man's offence, death reign'd by 
ane. That as ſin bath reign'd unto deaths. For 


the. wages of ſin 25 — 5 And though 1 


T Rom v. 15. 3; gehe, 17, 21: 5 1 23: 252 | 
4 ſhould 


ſhould be” ſuppoſed _ the * or 1 
of Adam was in it {elf frail, and diſſoluble; 
it would not at all follow, that he would 
have died if he had not ſinn'd; the contra- 
V ſeeming to be imply d in the, threatning, 
in the day thou tateſt;. thou ſhalt ſurely die. 
And tis not improbable, that Adam might 
have a veſtment of glory, as a pledge of 
his immortality during his . innocence, of 
which he ſhould. be depriv'd r ** eat- 
ing the forbidden uit. 1 | 


x T, be fling of death 4 fn. Sin is not only 
the parent of death; but it is that, by which 
men aredetain'd under its empire; it is that 
which gives to death a right of dominion. 
Hereafter I will not talk much with you, for 
the prince of this world cometh, by his wicked 
inftruments to apprehend and deſtroy me, 
and hath nothing in me, to give him, or 
death a claim of right; but that the world 
may know, that ] love the father, and as the 
father gave me command, even fo I'do willing- 
ingly ſubmit myſelf to be put to death. 
Having thus explain'd the phraſe, | fn _ . 
ing of death *, I come tO the ſecond head, 


2 Ju, 2iv. zo. * TV dier ad dnn i dt. 
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u. To ew you bos the law is the 
Ae 1 fm. 7 


By the term law here, we are to under- 
ſtand the law of Moſes, which I would not 
ſo much argue from the article which is 
prefix'd [o vor] as from ſeveral texts, in 
which this writer gives fully, and diſtinct- 
If his own ſenſe. For if they who are of the 
| law be heirs, faith is made void, and the pro- 
miſe made of none effef? : becauſe the law 
worketh wrath *, - Now we know, that what 
things fever the law ſaith, it ſaith to them, 
who are under the law, that every mouth may 
be ſtop d, and all the world, Jews, as well as 
others, may become guilty before God, liable 
to his wrath, and puniſhment, who by the 
law has made known what is fin, and what 
penalty he has annex d to it. For where o 
law is, with a ſanction annex'd, there is mo 
_ franſgreſſion*, that is ſuch, as draws on the 
tranſgreſſor the puniſhment ſertled, and ra- 
ted by the expreſs ſanction. This may give light 
to the words of the apoſtle ; when he ſays, 
The wrath of God is revealed from heaven ag- 
gainſt all ungodlineſs, and unrighteouſneſs of men, 
1 Rom. iv. 14, 15. 2 Bid. ili. 19. nc ſal jc to the 


jugament of Bebe Fu 1 Au os Savers: * Ho of x xiii: * 14 Septuag: 
1 Gen- 


Ti 1 J 

Gn as ; well as Jews . Moreover the law 
of Moſes enter d that the offence*, to which 
death was annex d by poſitive ſanction, might. 
abound, and fins that had death for their 
puniſhment might be increaſed. For: when 
we were in the fleſh, the motions of fin which 
mere by the lau did work in our members3 : or 
as the words may be better render d, ſinful \ 
affections during the law wrought in our 
members 70 bring forth fruit unto death. What 
ſhall awe ſay then, is the law fin that we 
ſhould be deliver d from it? God forbid, 
Nay, I bad not known in, in ſuch extent but 
by the law. For fin, which by this writer 
is repreſented as a perſon, taking occaſion by 
the commandment that had attending it the 
threatning of death, Curſed is every one that 
continueth not in all things, which are written 
in thebookof the lam to do them +, exerts a grea- 
ter force to ſlay and kill. For Iuas alive with... 
out the Jaw once or before the law was given. 
Bat when the commandment, which threatned 
death to every tranſgreſſion came, or was cnac- 
ted, in reviv'd, had greater vigour and itrength, 
and I died, and the commandment, zwhich was 
ordain'd to lite, giving a promiſe, that the 
man that doth the things contain d therein per- 


I Rom i. 18. 2 Nom. v. 13, 20. 3 Rom. vii. 5, 8, 13: 
4 Gal. iii, 10, Deut. xxvii. 26. | 


T_ 


1 12 1 
feltly and fleadily ſhall live by OY I found 
to be death unto me. In theſe paſſages, the 
| apoſtle with great clearneſs gives us his ſenſe, 
and we may eaſily by them ſettle the mean- 
ing of theſe words, and the flirength of fin ts 
the law. That as death came by fin ; fo the 
law of Moſes by expreſly threatning death to 
every violation of its commands, gives grea- 


ter ſtrength, and force to ſin to > fla and i 


kill. I come now, | 


III. To conſider the Aer that God has 
given us b our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


eres to the primary ſenſe of he 
word victory, there is a plain and undoubt- 
ed reference to death, and the grave. This 
appears from the apoſtle's ſtiling death our 
enemy, and the numberleſs trophies of con- 
queſt, that it had gain d over men. In the 
ſong of triumph, into which the apoſtle 
breaks out in the words, which immediate- 
ly preceed; O death where is thy ting? O 
grave where is thy victory? the ſame word 


is us'd, which is made uſe of here: Bute 


thanks be to God which giveth us the victory. 
And, which farther confirms this interpre- 
Th I J er , 26, ol ; ; 
tation, 


1 5 


tation, when he ſpeaks of the law as the 


ſtrength of - ſin, tis on the account of the 


ſanction of death, which was threaten'd to 


the violation of any of its precepts. From 
all which circumſtances it appears clear, that 


victory in our text, muſt primarily mean a 
victory over death by a reſurrection to life: 
but ſince the chriſtian religion makes a vic- 


tory over ſin, which is the cauſe of our 
dying, neceſſary to a glorious and happy re- 


ſurrection; and the doctrine of Chriſt, as it 
impowers us to obtain this conqueſt, is re- 


preſented more excellent than the law of 


Moſes, which bound death ftraiter upon th ofe 
who were under it; this ſenſe may (though ; 
more remotely) yet very We be in- 


2 


2 Thanks. be 10 God that is the Father. 
To him is aſcrib'd the contrivance of t he 
entire ſcheme of our recovery, and ſalvation. 
But after that the kindneſs, and lbue of God 


our Saviour toward man appear d, not by 
works of righteouſneſs which ve have done; 
but accordi ng to his mercy, he ſaved us by the 


waſhing of regeneration, and renewing of the 


Boh Ghoſt", And that the kingneſs, any love 


"PRESS 


* 


18 
of God our Saviour, in verſe 4th refer to the 
Father, is clear and evident from the follow- 
ing words : | Which [Holy Ghoſt] be ſhed on 
ws abundantly, through J gur Chrift our Sa- 
wour *. On this account it is, that the diſpen- 
ſation of the goſpel is ſtil'd the grace of 
God. To the Father is attributed the prepa- 
ration of the body, which he who 1s re- 
- preſented in the character of our Saviour, 
aſſum d. Wherefore when be cometh into the 
world, be ſaith, facrifice and offering thou 
woulgeſt not, but a body baft thou prepared 
me. The Father ſanctify d, and ſent him. 
Say ye of him, whom the Father hath ſanctiſy d 
and ſent into the world, thou blaſphemeſt, be- 
cauſe T ſaid, I am the Son of God'—. The Fa- 
ther himſelf which hath ſent me, hath born 
witneſs of me*, The miſſion of the Son of 
God, the Meſſiah, and gracious meſlage that 
he came to deliver, are afcrib'd to the love 
of the Father. For God ſo loved the world, 
that he gave bis only begotten Son, that whoſe- 
ever beheveth in him ſhould not periſh, but 
have everlaſting life. For God ſent not his 
Sem into the world to condemn the world, but 
. the world through him might be fav * 


. ii. 1 Hoſea x. ; : 3 Jobn x. 36. 5 
* 
v. 37. a Fobn ii. 16, 17. 
When 
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When the- apoſtle offers his eat ac 
| knowledgment on the behalf of the church _ 
of Corinth, for the extraordinary gifts of the 
ſpirit, commu nicated to them, to inlighten 
and confirm them in the doctrine of Chriſt, 
it is evidently render'd to the Father. 
thank my God always --- for the grace of God 
_ which is given you by Feſus Chrift, that in 
every thing ye are enrichd by him in all ut- 
terance and in all knowledge*, In a word, all 
the ſpiritual bleffings of the goſpel-kingdom 
are aſcrib'd to the Father, for which a tribute 
ol praiſe is expreſly directed to him. Bleſſed 
Be the God, and Father of our Lord Feſus 


Cbriſt, who hath bleſsd us with all ſpiritual 75 


bleſſings in " Places * chings] in 
cb. 


But thanks be to God who ou us 4 
victory. This victory is the effect of free 
favour, and ſprings from undeſerved good- 
neſs. The apoſtle, having repreſented ſin and 
righteouſneſs as two different maſters, giving 
contrary orders, tells the Romans, that being 
made free as chriſtians from fin, and becoming 
ſervants to God, they had, or ought to have, 
ther fruit unto holineſs, and. the end would 


1 1 Cor. i. 4, 5. Þ Epb. i. 3. 
| be 


. 16 . 4 
be everlaſting life. For the wages of fin is 
death, but the gift of God is eternal life 
through Feſus Chriſt our Lord. This is ex- 
preſs d with the greateſt ſtrength, and Varie- 
ty of expreſſion by the ſame writer. But 


not as the offence ſo alſo is the free-gift, for «- 


through the offence of one, many be dead ; much 
more the grace of God, and the gift by grace 
which is by one man Feſus Chriſt, hath abound- 
ed unto many. For if by one man's offence, 
death reigned by one; much more they who re- 
ceive abundance of grace, and of the gift of 

 raghteouſneſs, ſhall reign in life by one, Teſus 
Chrift :. But where fin abounded, grace did 
much more abound .. Who giveth us the vic- 
tory, a pledge of it in ſhedding on us the 
Holy Ghoſt, and a right to it by promiſe, 
=o becauſe of the certainty of its ac- 
compliſhment, i is expreſs'd in * manner. 


Who giveth us the victory . are Cen 


or Fewiſh converts, and influenc'd to the o- | 


— 


bedience of faith. It is plain, that this wri- 


ter ſpeaks here of a victory over death by a 
_ glorious and bleſſed reſurrection, But every 


I Rom. vi. 23. Run. v. 15. 8 28 
* 8 #1 dbfed (ver. 16. 0 dente) © * — img iccuod· : 
3 Per. 17. 4+ Per. 20.  Umgemetcowory. 


man. 


ts} 
man in his own order, Chriſt the firſt fruits, 
afterwards they that are Chriſt's, his true mem- 
bers and faithful diſciples, at his coming. When 
in anſwer.to the difficulty that he ſtarts, With 
what body do they come? he replies that there 
will be a change; he deduces the neceſſity 
of that alteration, fince fleſh and blood can- 
not inherit the kingdom of God; and when he 
ſpeaks. of the change of thoſe who ſurvive, 
tis probable he has a reſpect to the ſurviv- 
ing /aints ; ſince he ſays, That their carrup- 
tible ſhall put on incorruption, and their mor- 
tal ſhall put on immortality : not that all ſhall 
not riſe, for he had. aſſerted, before: he men- 
tions the order; Chrift the firſt fruits, after 
ward thoſe which are Chrift s; that as in or thro” 
Adam all die, even ſo in or thro Chriſt ſball 
all be made alive: but all ſhall not have a 
compleat victory over death, by a reſurrec- 
tion to a glorious immortality. This is the 
privilege of thoſe only, who by patient con- 
tinuance in well doing ſeek for glory, and 
honour... To others, who are contentious, and 
do not ,obey the truth, but obey unrighteouſneſs, 
indignation, and wrath : tribulation and an- 
guiſh upon every ſoul of man that doth: evil, 
1 the you firſt, and a aifo of the Gentile. 3 


3 b . 23. by. 22, 


D Thank, 


(42 


3 e us the 
victory, thro our Lord Jeſus Chriſt *. 


word made fleſh, or appearing in the 3 
. of fanful fleſh by a miſſion from the Father, 
de charadier of a Seviour. And 

when he entred 


upon his publick office, was 


 enuinted by the deſcent of the ſpirit: in 
1 conſequence whereof he deliver d the doc- 


trine or words which he receiv d from the 
Father3, and wrought the works for confirma- 


tion of chat doctrine, which his Father ſent 


him to do. His life was perfectly without 
blemiſh, and unſtain'd: he knew no fin, nor 


was guile found in his mouth. And therefore 
prince of this world, could 


death, and the 
not have any rightful claim of power over 


him: but he chearfully and willingly IA 
fer'd, as the Father gave him command. 
The cup that my Father giveth me to drink, 


ſhall not I drink? And that the world might 
know that be loved the Father. For which 


cauſe God rais'd him up, and as a reward 


gave him all power in heaven and earth, 


and made him Prince, as well as Savi- 
our, to confer eternal life on his ſincere. 


: Rem, ii 7: * Fibn i. 14. Rom. viii. 3. 3 Job xr, 16 | 
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ind faithfut bigh pries. Hereby there is a 


x " _— N _ a A 4 n p 
5 l wg - Da , a 
* oP 2 T * * — 
» 2 n * * 
- bo 4 * ; 


11. a 
diſeiples, to whiter he Had before promis d 
in his Father's name, that they ſhould not 
de for eber; but that he Would rie then 
up at the laſt day. This method was highly 
fit. For it became, him, for whom are all things, 


and by vum are all things, in bringing many 


ſors unto glory, to make the captain 9 their 
ſalvation perfect through ſufferings . He par- 


took of fleſh and blood, that through death 4 


he might deftriy, defeat him that bad the Power 
of death, i. 6. of bringing in death by being the 
infftrumtht of introducing fin, that is the 
devil: And deliver them, who through fear 
of death were all their life time Ae 7 
Bondage. In this way he became a merciful 


w_— 


conſpicusus and an agreeable harmony! in the 


government and diſpenſation of God. By 
| man came death, by man cane the refurrecti- 


on of the dead; in Adam all die, in Chrift 
all ſhall be made alive. By one lapſe, and 
that a gratification of a ſenſual appetite, 
death reign'd over all: by one remarkable 
inſtance of obedience in ſuffering death, the 


4 of righteouſneſs — 1 2 in 8 ” one, 
1 Heb. ii. 16. 14. 
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Jeſus Chrif.- Thus it is in the higheſt Wiſe 
dom, that God giveth us the victory over 
death - through our Lord Jeſus * I come 


now to the fourth head. 


TV. To evince chat this is a juſt. | 2 
tion of thanks. Bur thanks be to. God, whe 
1900 us the Ws. | 5 


ES _ 3 we receive FIGS, God, 
and which muſt be free and undeſery'd as 
coming from him, is a juſt ground of praiſe; 
but to "have death vanquiſh'd, which is our 


moſt formidable enemy, which palls every 


pleafure, and ſickens every enjoyment, and 
throws a dark ſhade over the brighteſt ſcene, 
calls for our higheſt praiſes. This victory 
in ſome degree is of the greateſt extent 3 
As in Adam all die, fo in Chriſt ſhall all be 
made alive; and conſider'd in reference to a 
reſurrection to eternal life, tis not confin'd 
to the Jews, but reaches to the Gentiles; to 
all who believe, and are influenc'd by that 


faith, in the prevailing bent of mind, and 
general conduct of life, to a ſincere and con- 


ſtant courſe of obedience. To them, who by 


patient continuance in well-dring, ſeek for 


* 
"M 


ST E 
Aer „ and 1 =) immortality; 3. be 
will render eternal I; ife*. And glory honour, 
and feace to every man that. worketh good, 
to the Jew firſt, and alſo to the Gentile. 
For there is no reſpect of perſons with Gad. 
This victory that the ſaints ſhall obtain over 
death by a glorious and happy refurreQtions 
will be the greateſt benefit, that they are 
capable of receiving; and therefore the ex- 
pectation and hope of it, juſtly and reaſona- 
bly demand the higheſt- praiſe. The change 
which ſhall paſs upon their bodies will be 
greatly to their advan rage: for of corruptible, 
liable to diſorder, pain, and death, they will 
be incorruptible, no more aboonious to diſeaſe, 
and diſſolution: of diſhonourables, being de- 
priv d of the veſtment of glory, which Adam in 
a ſtate of innocence was cloath'd with, they 
will be rais d in glory s: of weak, infirm, liable 
to fatigue and lowneſs of ſpirits, and ſo leſs fit-, 
ted for activity, they will be rais d in power, un- 
decaying, active, ever ſprightly, and vigorous: 
of natural or rather animal, which requires 


by its make, continual recruits of food and 


ſleep, and in which there are many propen- 
ſities (as natural affection, &c.) that are ſyita- 
ble, and proper to this ſtate, and would not 


Run. ii. 7, 8, 9. * Eyanpia. E . Your 


mg 


3 * 


. 7; 2 2 ] is 
de agreeable to the other, they will be rais'd 
al,, every way ſuited to the heavenly 
ſtare. With ſuch glorious bodies ſhall the 
ſaints enter into the poſſeſſion of perfect, 
compleat, and eternal happineſs in the ce- 
leſtial inheritance. Thanks be to God, Who 
hach given us the expectation of ſuch a 
victory over r death, mare. our Lord 2 fs 
| __ 
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- Flavin chus explin'd the ai I malt 6 
l draw five inferences from them, and con- 

| | | ae. © FE! 
14 ä OY * has been | fue we may in- 

ö | fer the maligniry of fin: Sin in itſelf is de- 

i! form d, contrary to the reaſsn, arid fitneſs 

| of things; the parent of diſorder, and con- 
fuſion in the creation of God, the cauſe of 
uneaſineſt, and diſtreſs in the conſcience, and 
the Hing of death. Sin has given riſe to death, 
char king of cerrors which has made ſuch 
havock among men, and ſo much ſullied this 
part of the works of God. It has given o- 
riginal to death, and all the melancholy train 
of miſeries which attend it. Its ſting is 
9 and deadly, and i it! is not only wh 


* Trwaarinds. 
parent 
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parent of death, but it arms our e | 
terror, and makes him more formidable and 
 frightful. When therefore we have any in- 
ſtance of mortality, but eſpecially on the 
deceaſe of a friend, we ſhould raiſe in our 
minds the quickeſt and warmeſt reſentments 
_ againſt fin, and form the moſt fix d and de- 
termin d reſolution to exert our utmoſt vi- 
gour to deſtroy and ruin | its ares 


2. The ſubje of this diſcourſe, will lead 
us to a clear apprehenſion of the benefit and 
advantage which we receive by the chriſtian 
revelation. If we allow the light of nature 
to be capable of informing us in an exten- 
five manner, of our duties to God, others, 
and ourſelves; if (attended to) it could dif- 
cover that the wiſe and holy governor of rhe 
world, will finally diſtinguiſh che pious and 
virtuous, from the irreligious and vicious; 
and in ſuch manner as to make appear that 
the one made a wiſe, the other a fooliſh 
choice; yer it could never with clearneſs and 
certainty, open to us what the fiſt ſtate, and 
original conſtitution of things were, and in 
what preciſe manner, agreeably thereto, he 
would govern this part of his creation, what 
ſanction he had expreſly annex d to his law, 
and 


[44] 

and chat death ſhould be the wages of ſin. 
And yet I cannot ſuppoſe but that every one 
will own that the knowledge of theſe, if 
God ſhopld think proper to diſcover them, 
would be of great adyantage and highly be- 
neficial : eſpecially fince in the doctrine of 
the goſpel there is not only a diſcovery of 
pardon, and forgiveneſs of fins, or in other 
words, of remitting and cancelling the ſanc- 
tion of death annex'd to the divine law ; 
but alſo of the manner in which this is effect- 
ed, which will appear, the more carefully it 
is conſider d, to be more evidently congruous 
and agreeable to the wiſdom of God. The 

diſtinction that the great governour of the 
World will make in another ſtate, between 
the righteous and the wicked, which the 
light of nature can diſcover, cannot be appre- 
hended in any conſiderable particulars, but on- 
ly in general. And therefore ſuch a view is not 
likely to have a wide and extenſive influence, 
to the ſteddy practice of religious virtue, in cir- 
cumſtances of ſtrong and great temptation. 
The rewards of the righteous (if pure rewards 
without any other ſtate of trial could ever be 
diſcover d by the light of nature to belong to 
imperfect virtue) could not by that light „ 
diſcern d to have their commencement in a 


reſur- 


C 
reſurrection. .. But the chriſtian revelation 
diſcovers to us, with great perſpieuity and 
diſtinctneſs, the moſt remarkable, and im- 
portant circumſtances of the future ſtate; 
tells us with clearneſs, the bodies of the riſen 
ſaints ſhall be chang'd, and made active, glo- 
rious, and immortal; and that after this hey 
ſhall enter into a compleat, conſummate, and 
eternal happineſs in the heavenly inheritance, 
and never be expos'd more. to danger by a 
new ſtate of tryal. Him that dbercometh, 
will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, 
and he ſhall go no more out. If theſe dif 
coveries, which the doctrine of Chriſt makes 
with peculiar clearneſs, and certainty, are of 
any confidetable advantage to influence, and 
ſupport men in the purſuit and practice of 
religious virtue, under all the difficulties of 
this ſtate (and this ſurely will be granted by 
all reaſonable, and conſiderate per ſons) then 
the chriſtian religion muſt be alfow'd to be 
worthy of all aeceptation, and of our ſted- 
dieſt and moſt conſtant regard. _ | 


3. F rom this diſeourſe may be deduc'd the 

unreaſonable conduct of thoſe, who would 

make the obſervation of the law of Moſes, 
„ "7 


E univer- 


25) 


I keerlal binding upon the Getitile as well : 
as Jewiſh converts. | 


WY The Endnels that the Fews had for the 


rites of the Mo/aic diſpenſation, made many of 
them, when they had embrac'd chriſtianity, 
defirous of bringing the Gentile chriſtians un- 
der an obligation of obſerving them. And 
the falſe apoſtles took occaſion from thence 
to give great diſturbance to the churches, 
that Paul, the apoſtle of the Gentiles, had 
plented. That at Corinth there was 4 faction 
rais d againſt him by their means, is e- 

vident. For ſuch are the fa le apoſtles, de- 

ceitful workers. Seeing that many glory after 
the fleſh, I will glory alſo. Are they Hebrews? 
fo am IJ. The unreaſonableneſs, and folly 

of this their zeal will undeniably appear 

from the words of our text. The fling i 
death is fin, and the firength of , #i n is the law. 

The law of Moſes curſes every one that con- 

tinueth not in all things which are written 
therein : It is weak through the fleſh, and 
incapable of giving juſtification of life: it 
threatens death to a wilful breach of any 
of its laws, and binds death the faſter, up- 
on thoſe who are under it. It is therefore 


1 2Cor. xi. 13. 18. 22. 
with 


Fj 2 14 1 
with the higheſt reaſon, that the apoſtle 
Paul, ſo conſtantly and. bravely oppoſes the 


| impoſition of it upon the Gentile chriſtians, 


And that Peter, when there was a debate on 
this ſubject, addreſſing to the elders and the 
apoſtles, ſays, Now therefore why tempt ye God to 
put a yoke upon the neck of the diſciples, which 


neither our ' fathers, nor we were able to bear? 


But we believe that through the grace of our 


| Lord Feſus Chriſt, we Jews ſhall. be ſaved, e- 


ven as they the Gentile converts. 


: 4. The victory that God giveth us over 
death through our Lord Feſus Chriſt, ſhould 
aſſwage and abate our ſorrow for departed 


friends. This is the improvement that the 


apoſtle himſelf makes of this doctrine; But 


I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, 
5 cane them who are aſleep, that ye ſorrou 


2of *, in an immoderate and indecent man- 
ner, even as others, the heathens who have 19 

hope of a reſurrection. For if we believe that 
Jeſus died, and roſe again, even ſo them alſa 


who ſleep in Feſus, will God bring with bim. 
| Wherefore comfort one another with theſe words, 


A moderate grief for our deceaſed friend, 


prhoſe death gave occaſion for this diſcourſe, 


2 1 Adds xv. 10. 5 1 Theſ. iv. 13. 14. 18. 
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wall be allow'd by all who knew kin, 10 


be proper and decent; his character, which, 


becauſe generally known, needs net te be 


greatly enlarged * e . en 
it. ö 


ts TM Hollis was an | of xeli- 


gious parents. His father, who was eminent 
for piety, and good works, inſtill'd early 


Principles of religion, which ſoon, and in 


his youthful age, made a proper impreſſion, 
and had their intended and defir'd effect: for 


when he was a young man, he made a pub- 


lick profeſſion of Chriſt, and join'd himſelf 


to this ſociety, of which he has been a mem- 


ber about fifty years. The ſenſe he had of 


the obligation he was under to this, and of 


the advantages that ariſe from complying 
with it, made him ever preſs it upon others, 
and recommend i it to their practice. He was 


careful to obſerve attentively his own conduct, 
and for that reaſon wrote memoirs in ſhort- 


hand for many years, which he afterwards 


committed to the flames. The love of the 


ſeriptures ſoon appear d. When buſineſs in- 
vited him abroad into France, and other 


= Places, at that time a Jean man, the New. 


7 4M « A 7. eftament 


tended, and was ſel 
ching but ſickneſs, or ſomething very extra- 


1 


Teſtament was his conſtant companion, 8 
lick worſhip, and in chis ſociety, to which hæ 
dod related, he ſteddily and conftandy at · 
dom or rarely abſent, no- 


ordinary, preventing him. His reſpect to mini- 


ſters for their works ſake, was great and un- 


uſual, He was pleas'd with their converſation, 
and eſpecially when it was inſtructive. He 
never allow'd himſelf to ſpeak more ſeverely of 


5 zoy of the performances of preachers, than that 
he ſhould not chooſe to fit ec 
ſuch @ miniſtry. He was very feddy in a- 


mily-worſhip, and regular in the time of per- 
forming it, to which the ſmallneſs 


mily did not a little contribute. | 
He was, when in bukineſs cis has l 


gular; and ſo good à manager of his time, 


that he always redeem'd a part of it, for the Il 


improvement of his mind by reading. He was 


careful in the choice of his books, and would 
often ſay, that the little leiſure he had, made 


it neceſſary. Towards the cloſe of his life he 
told me, that he had laid aſide che reading 
of ſuch books, as requir'd great attention, and 
contented himſeif with thaſe, which were 
wrote in a more eaſy and practical manner, 
and were fitted to raiſe and excite devotion. 


How 


1 
| . well he behav'd to his ca you 
S Tho: are his relatives, are perfectly appris d: 
with what prudence and faithfulneſs he ad- 
vis d in any affairs of conſequence, and with 

what tenderneſs, and compaſſion he receiv d 

the news of any diſtreſs, that in the courſe of 

providence did ariſe to any of you. His pub- 
 lick-ſpiritedneſs was remarkable, and uncom- | 
mon. Diſtant and remote countries, —_ | 
as Britain, will miſs him, and lament his death. 

The communities to which he ſtood related, 
receiv d inſtances of his diſtinguiſh'd bounty: 
and what makes this part of his character the 
more ſhining, is, that his goodneſs was not 
55 confin d or i d _ to a e 


Two years before his death, feeling his 
ſtrength to abate, he liv'd in a conſtant ex- 
pectance of his diſſolution. In his laſt illneſs, 
before his ſenſes fail'd him, deſirous only that 

his relations would do what might ſatisfy 
themſelves, and not exprefling any ſollicitude 
about the event, he diſcover'd a calmneſs and 
ſerenity of mind, which was agreeable to all 
about him. When one of his relations put him 
in mind of the pleaſure, that he muſt have 
from a review of his well- ſpent life, tho it 
was in the ſcripture ſcheme no foundation for 


$ 


Wl 


UP, 


Ws n of n merit, he expreſs d his adesso, 
and approv'd the diſtinction; and to the 1 5 
relative, in his lateſt moments, he declar d his 1 
affection to all his relations, the church in 


particular to which he ſtood related, and to 


all the churches of Chriſt. Thus died this 

good man; thus he drop d like a ſhock of corn 5 

fully ripe, in the ee Wang 125 of his 5 
. l | 


* 1 i 


Anh now you: wh are fo relathd 8. | 


3 him guard againſt exceſs of ſorrow. He was 
| lent to you, r the world, and continud as 


a blefling the general period of human life, 


and was prepar'd for the other world. The beſt 8 
uſe that you can make of this melancholy pro k 
vidence, is to imitate his virtues, and follow _ - 
his example, and eſpecially in beneficence ſo 
"M AS 5 ability and nete will So 5 


35 From the vidbry + over 23 hot God 3 ; 
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